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DE AR Sir, 

Received your favour, dated the 17th 
inſt. encloſing a publication, entitled 
*© Thougbts on Satisfaction; aud Free Grace 
aſſerted ; ”* and, at your requeſt, have ſent a 
| Reply to it. May the Holy Spirit of Truth 

ſucceed it with a bleſſing ! Amen. 
Our author ſeems, by his title, to con- 
ſider ſatisſaction and free grace in the 
light of contraries; which I ſhall attempt 
to ſhew is a mere fallacy ;. for, if they be 
not united in a finner's ſalvation, we muſt 
be ſaved, if ſaved at all, by works, and not 
by grace. Tho' his piece is ſo ſhort, that 
ou may read it, deliverately, in four or 
five minutes, yet it contains no ſmall 
op poſition to the glorious goſpel of Chriſt. 
Had the writer appeared in the capacity 
of an enquirer after truth, one might 
have thought the performance large 

| 2 | 
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enough ; but he is quite decided on the 
ſubje& ; and therefore concludes that a 
very few words are ſufficient to produce a 
diſciple in every reader. 1 judge ſo from 
his ſaying no more. Why he choſe to 
conceal his name, with every thing elſe 
, -which might lead to a diſcovery, is not 
worth my while to enquire ; and there- 
tore ſhall proceed to conſider what he has 
toilay. _ VVV 
According to my idea, ſir, he appears 
to be a total ſtranger to the glory of the 
divine character; the nature and de ſign of 
the law of God; the beauty and impor- 
tance of the everlaſting goſpel; the evil 
and deſert of fin; the depravity and 
moral impotence of human nature; and 
the gracious eperations of the Holy Spirit. 
This mighty author having, as he ſup- 
poſed, firmly eſtabliſhed his opinion, like 
2 victorious cham pion, utters this gratu- 
latory exclamation: OT 
«Hail, ye redeemed of the Lord!“ 


Theſe few words quite overturn his Babel, 


and nobly plead the union of ſatisfaction 


| | and 
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and free grace in the ſalvation of ſinners. 
For this reaſon, [ſhall confine my thoughts 
chiefly to the ideas which this addreſs 
contains. Mo thoſe redeemed are, or 
from what they are redeemed, he has not 
ſo much as offered to tell vou. I will 
therefore endeavour to do it for him. 
Indeed, he does ſpeak of them as the 
redeemed of the Lord; which, when duly 
confidered, will abundantly confirm the 
doctrine he oppoſes. 

I. There are ſome of mankind, who are 
the redeemed of the Lord. If not, he 
congratulates a people who have no exiſt- 
ence. But here we both think alike. I 
ſaid, ſome are redeemed ;- becauſe all men 
are not thus deſcribed. But, Who are 
they? I ſaid not all men; and Rev. v. 9. 
confirms my aſſertion. They are redeemed 
© oUT OF every nes and tongue, and 
ec people, and nation.” If every indi- 
vidual of the human race had been re- 
deemed, this declaration would not be 
truth. It is both ſafe and neceſſary, 
therefore, to conclude, that all are not 
. 8 redeemed. 
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redeemed; Still you aſk, M ho are they ? 
Imight ſay, All the chosEx of God. But, 
at preſent, I would rather ſay, All who 
are the called of God---all who are led to 
deſpair of /aving themſelves---all who flee 
10 Chriſt, as the great city of refuge; for 


all fuch are a“ choſen generation, a royal 


<< prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 


people; that they ſhould ſhew forth the 


* praiſes of him who hath called them 
* out of darkneſs into his marvellous 
<< light.” 1 Pet. ii. 9. This leads me to 
obſerve, | | 

II. From what they. a are redeemed. Ac- 


cording. to the Scriptures, they are re- 


deemed from the * curſe of the law.” 


Gal. 111.13. and delivered from the **zorath 


go come. 1 Theſſ. i. 10. The curſe of 
the law and the wrath to come explain 
each other. This is the deſert of ſin; and 


if this penalty due to ſin be not borne by 


the great Surety of the better teflament,” 
Heb. vii. 22. the ſinner muſt ſuſtain it in 
his own perſon. There is no alternative. 
This brings on the 
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III. Conſideration ; namely, they are 


\ the redeemed of the Lord, that is, the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. To him alone re- 


demption is aſcribed; and by him alone 


the work is done. Now, the plain queſtion 
is, Hoc did the Lord redeem his people? 
Not by“ the reformation of his crea- 
* tures,” by their exerciſing any virtue 
or grace, nor even by ſhewing them a 
good example ; for then they would re- 


deem themſelves ; ' but“ his own arm 


„e brought ſalvation ; and of the people 
< there were none with him.” Hence. he 
is emphatically called Taz REDEEMER. 
He redeemed them from the curſe of the 
law, by being“ made a curſe for them.” 
Gal; iii. 13. He. ſuffered” the juſt for 
the unjuſt, that he might bring them to 
God. 1 Pet. iti. 18. He gave himſelf a 
c ranſom” for them. Matt. xx. 28. He 
gave himſelf.“ for them,” that he might 
cc redeem” them from all iniquity. Tit. ii. 


14. In a word, He ** obrained” eternal 


redemption for them, by putting away 


their fins by the 8 ſacrifice” of himſelf. 
Heb. 


\ 
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Heb. ix. 12, 25. If this be not /aris- 
ce faction, that is, cc full and literal re- 
_ Fanpence g given to divine juſtice for the 
be offence,” I am at a loſs to ſay what iS, 


or what the meaning of theſe paſſages can 
be. There can be no redemption without 


a ſuitable ranſom or price ; that price 1s 
the blood of Chriſt. Ye are redecmed with 


the © precious blood of Chr if.” 1 Pet. i. 19, 


19. They ſung a new ſong, ſaying, Thou 
waſt ſlain, wad hat reden us to God 


e by thy blood.“ Rev. v. 9. Nor would 


that price be adequate to ſuch a deſign, if 


it were not ſatis factory to the demands of 


law and juſtice. Let me name, | 
IV. Some of the effects of this redemp- 


tion or ſatisfaction. Such as,---1. Recon- 


ciliation. I mean now the reconcilation of 


God, as lawgiver, to the ſinful creature; 


as well as the reconciliation of the Bae 


to his way of ſalvation, and his divine 
perfections and government. Hence we 
read, that our faithful and merciful high- 
prieſt hath made reconciliation for the fins 


of the people. Heb. ii. 17. That you, 


who | 


OR IE TD 
7 5 


oo 
who were ſometime alienated, and enemies 


in your mind by wicked works, yet now 


he hath reconciled, in the body of his fleſh; 
through death. Col. i. 21, 22. And, 2. 
The law is fulfilled and ſatisfied by the 
death of the croſs. God hath ſent forth 
his Son, made of a woman made under the 
law, to redeem them who were under the 
law. Gal. iv: 4, 5. There can be no re- 
demption from under the law, without 
anſwering the claims of the law, let them 
be whatever they may. Then, 3. Fore- 


giveneſs of fin. In whom (that is, Chriſt) 


we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveneſs of ſins. Col. i. 14. 

Pardon of fin comes to us only through the 
death of the gracious Mediator, God-Man. 


Once more, 4. Peace with God, and near- 
neſs to hin; which, otherwiſe, we could 


never have enjoyed. But now, in Chriſt 
Jeſus, ye who ſometimes were afar off are 
made; or brought nigh, by the blood of 
Chriſt; for he is our peace. Eph. ii. 13, 14. 
In the next place, I ſhall conſider, 

V. The neceſſity of redemption or ſatis- 
faction. It | is neceſſary, 1. For the real 
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encouragement of the praying ſinner. That 
guilty creatures are encouraged to call upon 


God for pardon and falvation is a pleaſing | 


truth; but, in the Scriptures, that en- 


couragement 1s entirely grounded on the 


redemption of Chriſt, Fhe great Saviour 


fays, I am the way, and the truth, and the 


life; no man cometh unto the Father but 
by me. John xiv. 6. And all things what- 
ſoever ye ſhall aſk in prayer, believing, ye 


ſhall receive. Matt. xxi. 22. Faith can 


have no object, or ground of dependence, 


in praying for the pardon of ſin, or the 


mercy of God to be ſhewn him, but the 
divine promiſe in the croſs of Chriſt. For 
this reaſon, the Lord deelares that repen- 
tance and remiſhon of ſins ſhould be 
preached in his name, among all nations, 


beginning at Jeruſalem. Luke XXIV. 47. 
What unworthy thoughts of God muſt 


that condemned finner entertain, who ap- 
proaches for merey and forgiveneſs with- 
out a Mediator ! There is fuch a thing 
as falſe peace, Ezek. xiii. 10.3 and I am 
doubtful our author is the ſubject of it; 


for he tells e that he who preaches the 
atonement 
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for ſin. | 
bold oppoſition to the very ſpirit and de- 


1 
atonement or ſatisfaction of Chriſt «“ ſteals 


% away His comfort, and he knows not 


« where to find it.” The Lord hath by his 
promiſe and his oath given ſtrong conſola- 
tion---but, to whom? To thoſe who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet 
before them. Heb vi. 18. This hope is the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Tim. i. 1. The apoſtle 
ſays, we joy in God---but, how? Why 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
we have now received the atonement, 


. reconciliation, or ſatisfaction. Rom. v. 11. 


The Holy Spirit is called THE Com- 
FoRTER--- but, hozw does he comfort the 
the guilty conſcience? The gracious 
Saviour ſhall anſwer for me. He ſhall 
glority ME: for he ſhall fate of mine, and 
ſhall hero it unto you, John xvi. 14. And, 


further, 2. The glory of the divine character, 


in forgiving finners, renders the ſatisfaction 
of Chriſt neceſſary. Some folks are fond 
of talking about God's making allowances 
This I conſider as no leſs than a 


ſign of the Goſpel, and one of the fruits 
of an atheiſtical temper ; for, if it can 
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be proved, that God makes allowance fox 
one ſin, it may be ſafely aſſerted, and very 
eaſily confirmed, that he ought not to 


puniſh another; becauſe every ſin is a 


violation of his law, and expoſes to its 
penalty. If one ſin may be forgiven, with- 
out regard had to the dignity of the divine 
law, the rights of the divine government, 
and the purity of the divine nature, ſo 
may all . without exception ; and then it 
will be impoſſible to juſtify the divine 
conduct in not forgiving ſinners abſolutely 


and univerſally. If the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


be not conſidered, in his ſufferings, as the 
ſurety and ſubſtitute of his people, bear- 
ing their fins, and making ſatis faction to 
law and juſtice for them; not this author, 
Nor any other man, can give me a reaſon 


hy he ſuffered at all. To introduce“ a 


** neighbour forgiving my debt,” on this 
ſubject, is ſo perfectly childiſh, that it 
hardly deſerves notice; for what ſimilarity 
is there between my relation to a neigh- 


bour and the Great Immortal God, my 
Righteous Lawgiver! What correſpon- 


benge is there between the character of the 
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neighbour ! 


Holy and Bleſſed God and that of my 
Not the leaſt. But thus, it 
ſeems, we can allow ourſelves to trifle 
with ſacred things, to ſupply the place of 
ſcripture and ſolid argument. Nor, 
VI. Is this redemption, or ſatisfaction, 
and free grace at all inconſiſtent. This 
writer ſays, ** If God hath received re- 
*© compence. for the ſins of men, then 
grace is no more grace.” What a pity 
but he had read and underſtood Paul's 
words in Eph. i. 7.! In whom (that is, 
in Chriſt the Beloved) we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, 


according ta the RICHES of his RACE. What 


a contraſt between theſe two writers! One 
teaches, that the ſatis faction or redemp- 
tion of Chriſt is the annihilation of grace; 
the other afſerts, not only the diſplay of 
grace in that ſtupendous work, but even 
the riches of it. Free grace” is no where, 
in ſcripture, oppoſed to the atonement or 
redemption of Chriſt; but only and always 


- tohuman works, worth, ordeſervings; and 


therefore, if we are not pardoned freely, 
and ſaved eternally, by the grace of God, 
through 
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through the croſs of Chriſt, we ſhall periſh 
ſor ever. It was grace in the Father that - 
appointed his Son to be the Mediator and 


Saviour of his body the church ; and ſent 


him into the world to accompliſh the great 
defign. Herein is love ; not that we loved 


00d, but that he loved us, and ſent his Son 


to be. the propitiation for our fins. 1 John 
in. 10. It was the ſame grace which led 
the Great Immanuel to give his life a ran- 


ſom for the ſheep. . lam the good ſhepherd, 


ſays the Son of the Father; I lay down my 
life for the ſheep. John x. 11, 15. Chriſt 


bath loved us, ſays holy Paul, and hath 


given himſelf for us, an offering and a ſacri- 
fice to God, for a ſweet- ſmelling ſavour. 
Epb. J 2. (othing, ſurely, is free 
grace ta me, if the remiſſion of my ſins, 
through the death of Chriſt, may not be 
ſo confidered. Befides, Paul ſays, that 


: God hath, for Chriſt's ſake, freely forgiven 
his people their ſins. Eph. iv. 32. See 


more on this ſubject in my Letters to Dr. 
rieſtley, p. 252.. I ſhould think theſe 
few hints might ſuffice to prove, that, 
though pardon is free,” and“ forgiyenels 
5 19 


© is of grace ;” yet the blefling is never 
imparted but thro' the atonement of Chriſt; 
And this alſo ENT diſcover the fallacy 
of the poor man's idea of things---for, 
according to him, the ſatisfaction of Chriſt 
« is not the doctrine of the Goſpel ;” . | 
becauſe we are ſaid to be ſaved by grace; 

and becauſe eternal life is the gift of God. 
Can the Bible more clearly declare than it 

does already, that ſalvation and eternal N 
life are diſplayed and poſſeſſed alone in and 
through the Lord, the Redeemer? Hear 
the great apoſtle. He ſays, grace reigns 
through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, zv 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. And that, eternal 
life is the gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Lord. Rom. v. 21. vi. 23. To oppoſe .- 
the redemption or ſatisfaQtion of Chritt 
with a view to eſtabliſh free grace, is 
acting in direct correſpondence with the 
vouth who brought the ſun-dial to his 
Father in the parlour to know the time of 
day ; or with the man who excludes the 

un from his houſe in order to increaſe his 
ight and heat. 


75 


Here, fir, 


| mightcloſe my epiſtle; but 
I muſt beg leave to detain you a few 
minutes, whilſt .1 make the following 
———_ - e 5 

Remark I. According to his firſt ſetting 
out, he needs inſtruction reſpecting the law 
of God. Adam was evidently the cove- 


nant head of his poſterity. All ſinned 
when Adam tranſgreſſed;“ or elſe infants 
could not be liable to death, as Rom. v. 12, 
14. nor could we be the children of wrath 
by nature, as Eph. 11. 3.---nor would it have 
been neceffary for Chriſt to have been made 
under the law, that he might redeem his 
people, as Gal. iv. 4,;. From hence it moſt 
plainly appears, that we all had a federal 
being“ in him. Adam and his poſterity 


conſtituted one moral federal whole; con- 


99 


fequently his act was the act of all; and the 


penalty incurred by him was incurred by 
all. And, not only ſo; but all who look 
away from the ſatisfaction of Chriſt for 
pardon and ſalvation, do, in fact, tr eat it 
as a covenant. fill in force, ſeeing they ex- 
pe& ſalvation by their own works; and 
Hot by the croſs of Chriſt. Salvation by 
VV works 
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works and grace can never be blended to- 


gether. This is confined to the obedience 
and death of the Son of God; that to our 


ſuppoſed goodneſs and deſervings. 


Rem. II. And he alſo confounds things 
that are diſtin&; and then no wonder he 
forms falſe ideas, and draws falſe conclu- 
ſions. He ſays, If Chriſt be God, then 
* he gave ſatis faction 70 himjelf.”” He 
ſhould have recollected, that divine righ- 


teouſneſs, or juſtice; belongs to the Deity, 


as ſuch; and not to the perſon of the Father, 
or Son, or Spirit ſeparately; and this might 


have relieved the difficulty with him. For, 


according to this idea, there is no more 
abſurdity in the Son's ſatisfying divine 
juſtice, in behalf of his people, in the 
character of their mediator and ſurety, 
than in the Father's requiring him to do 
ſo in that capacity. This was evidently 


required and given, that juſtice might 
honourably unite with grace in ſaving the 
choſen of God. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


being a perſon in Deity as well as the Fa- 
ther and Spirit, and being ſet up as the 


repreſentative of his body, the church; 


' 


b when 
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when he made ſatisfaction to juſfice, ir 
behalf of his people, in that characker, he 
might be ſaid to make ſatis faction to him- 
felf, as God, as well as to the Father and 
Spirit; becauſe, as each perſon exiſts in 
the ſame nature, ſo divine righteouſneſs, or 
juſtice, is eſſential to the nature in wh ich 
rbey exiſt ; therefore ſatisfaction is com- 
mon to all the divine Perfons, though more 
generally it is ſaid to be given to the Fa- 
ther. Some people ſeem willingly inatten- 
tive to this neceſſary diſtinction, and there- 
fore defignedly paſs it over; but Twould hope 
this is not the caſe with our author. 

Rem. III. He ls guilty of a fimilar blun- 


der, in ſaying, that God : cannot receive. 


*© what he poſſeſſes already.“ If he would 

be underſtood of God's. abſolure mature, we 
agree; if of his relative character, we 

widely differ for it is manifeſt, that God, 


as a lawgiver, can receive ſatisfaction to his 


offended juſtice; and this he cannot be 
faid to poſſeſs before it is given. Had this 
natural and requiſite diſtinction been made, 
I ſuppoſe, this wonderful performance had 
never appeared, | 
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Rem. IV. In 8 that God cannot 
receive any ſatisfaction, ſave that which 
ariſes from the refor mation and happi- 
**© neſs of his creatures,” he is both 7ncon- 
fetent with himſelf and with the truth. 
With himſelf ; hecauſe he had faid, but 
four lines before, that no creature can 
give any thing to God.” Now, if Gol 
derive any ſatisfa&tion from the reforma- 
tion and happineſs of his creatures, it is 
demonſtrable that he receives a ſomewhat 
which he had mot before their reformation 
and happineſs appeared; and it is given to 
bim by his creatures; and in this ſatis- 
faction he muſt be increaſing daily. He 
is no leſs repugnant to the 7 His 
words ſeem to imply, in my idea of them, 
though it were a ſort of felicity or gra- 
tiſication to the Deity , to ſee his creatures 
do well and live happily---which 1 is much 
like ſaying, that the bleſſedneſs of God is 


finite, dependent, and derived; at leaſt, in 


part. But let him hear Eliphaz of old, in 
Job xxii. 2, 3. Can a man be profitable unto 
God, as he that is wiſe may be profitable 
ro himſelf? Is it any pleaſure to the 


. 2 


Almighty, 


4 
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Almighty, that thou art rightequs ? or 
is it gain to him, that thou makeſt thy 
ways perfect? or let him read Elihu in 
Job. xxxv, 7. If thou be rightequs, what 
giveſt thou him? or what receiveth he of 
thine hand ?---or he may conſult the joint 
addreſs of the antient Levites to the Moſt 
High, in Neh. ix. 5. where they ſay, Bleſſed 


be thy glorious name, which is exalted above 


ALL bleffing and praiſe. If bis idea, there- 


fore, of the divine ſatisfaction be“ a truth 
* which common ſenſe cannot help em- 
CE bracing,” it muſt be ſuch common ſenſe 
as is repugnant to good ſenſe and the word of 
God--conſequently to be deprecated and la- 
mented, inſtead of being coveted or defired. 
Rem. V. His conceptions of the attri- 
* butes of God”? are as erroneous, as his 
ideas of the divine nature are groſs and de- 
rogatory. That juſtice, mercy, and grace 
are attributes of Deity I allow ; but none 
of his expreſſions concerning them will 
bearexamination. He ſpeaks thus of them. 
Fuſtice tells a judge, thou ſhalt not in- 


flict a puniſhment that is more than ad- 


* equate to the offence.” It is certain, that 
divine 
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divine juſtice never puniſhes a all without 
a reaſon, nor can poſſibly exceed the demerit 


of the crime; and therefore this ſuggeſtion 


might, and ſhould, have been ſpared. But 
here he evidently refers to the ſatis faction 
which Chriſt made for ſin; and ſo would 
inſinuate, that the infinite ſatisfaction of 
| Chriſt is contrary to juſtice. This ſhews his 
| | want of underſtanding in the ſubject, or 


* 


deſert of ſin is not be eſtimated by the na- 

lle of the ſinner, but by the infinite glory 

of the offended lawgiver, and the obliga- 

lions of the ſinning creature. Excuſe me, 

ſir, if once more, merely to ſave room, I. 

refer you to my Letters to Dr. Prieſtley. 
See p. 251. on infinite ſatisfaction. 

«© Mercy ſays, thou ſhalt make it“ (that 

4 , puniſhment) e rather leſs ; and 

« even, when it is known that the ſinner 

| ais reformed, forgive it.” No perſon can 

make this language comport with the 

® mercy of God. God cannot, conſiſtently 

with the perfection of his character, ſhew 

5 mercy a: the expence of his juſtice. If 

1 puniſhment may be abated iy order to ſhew 

| © mercy, 


faith in the teſtimony of God; becauſe the 
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' mercy, it mult be ſo, either becauſe the 
puniſhment, in itſelf, would be unjuſt ; or | 
becauſe it would be unjuſt to inflict all that 
was deſerved. Neither of which can be 
admitted. All the attributes of the Deity 


are in harmony, both in his aature and his 


eadminifiration, however blind and confufed 


our conceptions may be concerning them. 
The“ reformation” of the ſinner can never 
be proved to be the ground or reaſon of ſo 
much as an abatement of the deſerved pu- 
niſhment ; much leſs a cauſe why the 
whole ſhould be remitted. | 
© Grace or benevolence adds, thou ſhalt 
*© bcftow a favour on the offender, when 
che is brought to a ſenſe of his fully.” 
How much this man ſpeaks as though he 
thought the Almighty altogether ſuch an 
one as himſelf! A day of reproof is ad- 
vancing. Pſ. 1. 21. Is benevolence, or 


well-withing, al the meaning of the grace 


of God? Does the Moſt High wiſh for 
what he cannot poſſeſs or perform? What 
a wretched conception of Deity ! But, 

Pray, ho brings the offender toa ſenſe of 


His folly? Is it tho creature, or God ? . 


the 
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the offender does it himſelf, then h e- 
fore-hand with God, and lays him under 
obligation; and conſequently the Wine 


beſtowments, in that caſe, cannot be mat- 
ter of bounty and favour, but of real debt; 
and cannot, in juſtice, be withheld. If the 
Lord brings the offender to a ſenſe of his 
folly, then I would aſk, why this favour is 
not granted to all offenders. Let him con- 
fider theſe things ſeriouſly, like a man 
who fears God. In ſhort, the'grace of God 
is, properly ſpeaking, no more nor leſs. 
than his eternal good pleaſure, or ſove- 
reign will, to make his choſen in Chriſt 
and happy. In conſe- 
quence of which, they are made, zfallibly, 
the partakers of, what we uſually call, the 
bleſſings of GRACE in time, and of perfect 
s GLORY in an eternal world. May this ho- 
nour be conferred on our author, on you, 
and on the preſent writer, through the 


5 perfect ſatisfaction of our Lord Feſus * 


» Chriſt. Amen. 
If any public notice ſhould be taken of 
this letter, I would wiſh the author to ap- 
pear openly ; for if he have truth on his 
| 5 : fide, 
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necd not be afraid nor aſhamed of 
= TEE bis Nor would I have him forget, 
that, though he may write unkno n to 
— men, he is not unknown to God, to whom 
he muſt give an account of all his ways, 

| „ and who is The God of Trath. | 


. 


6 Jou are at full liberty, fir, to call what 
Ilz have ſent you a very partial view of the 
=_ ſubject. Such it is. However, let it ſuf- 
| =o fice for the preſent. It may be enlarged 
hen it becomes neceſſary. Therefore, 
| | committing my letter and you to the 
7 | - bletfing of our adorable Lord, and re- 
queſting a continued igggeſt in your 
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ſupplications to the div N 
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Cbard, 22d Jan. 1788. 
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